SOME ACCIDENTALS OF THE CHURCH
unity and of the benefits that flowed from it are
surely often greatly overstated, and some at
least of its causes are ignored. The great slice
of Eastern Europe whose faith was of Byzantine
inception and connection had no part in the
unity at all. And in the West I would submit
that the unity wras due not solely to a com-
munity of faith but to two circumstances that
were accidental to the age. I mean the break-
down of the Civil Power and the practical
monopoly of learning in the Church.
In his masterly introductory chapter to the
History of the Vatican Council Abbot Butler
shows how the assertion of temporal power by
Hildebrand was acquiesced in because the
Papacy was the only authority which com-
manded the general respect of Christendom.
But he thinks it evident that the strain of
universal secular government was beyond the
capacity allowed even to the greatest of mortal
men. After the disruption of Charlemagne's
Empire the Church seemed the only surviving
organ of civilization in Western and Central
Europe, and it became her duty in common
charity to grapple with the prodigious material
evils of the age, just as in the case of a municipal
breakdown in a cathedral city a Bishop may
have to organize relief for the sick or starving
in times of pestilence or famine. No doubt
in